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Sir: 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98, 
applicants respectfully request that the documents listed on the attached form PTO-1449, be 
made of record and considered in connection with the examination of this application. 

These references were cited in a European patent application corresponding to the present 
application. A copy of the European Search Report dated March 24, 2004 is enclosed. 

No fee is due with this Information Disclosure Statement as it is being submitted before 
the first Office action on the merits. 

It is believed that the subject application is patentable over the references cited in the 
Search Report. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 




Reg. No. 39,202 



Dated: April 19, 2004 

Sidley Austin Brown & Wood LLP 
787 Seventh Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10019 
Tel.: (212) 839-7354 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as first class mail and addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box-4450, Alexandria, VA 



22313-1450 on April 19, 2004 s/* 
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